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"I know what it is. You want to make war on Serbia!
I see what is happening, the German newspapers are egg-
ing you on. You are setting fire to Europe. It is a great
responsibility you are assuming; you will see the impression
this will make here and in London and Paris and perhaps
elsewhere. They will consider this an unjustifiable aggres-
sion/1 He recalled the scandals of the Friedjung trial, but,
contrary to Szapary's expectation, Sazonov did not argue
about the pressure from Russian public opinion, Slavdom,
or Greek Orthodoxy. He spoke rather of England, France
and Europey and the effect which the ultimatum would have
outside JRussia. Szapary got the impression that the Rus-
sian Minister was more dejected than excited, and was
being careful not to say anything which would prejudice
Russia's future action. On the whole he thought Sazonov
"relatively calm/7 35
Sazonov, however, was more excited and disturbed than
Szapary appeared to think. Of a naturally mercurial tem-
perament, he was now particularly indignant at Berchtold's
methods. The short time-limit, the withholding of the
dossier, and the humiliating demands on Serbia, all seemed
to him to indicate that Austria was determined on war at
once with Serbia. It was particularly deceitful on Austria's
part to have pretended for three weeks that the demands
would be mild, such as Serbia could surely accept, and then
to face the little kingdom with an ultimatum which seemed
to indicate that Austria wanted war and would soon cross
35 Szapary to Berchtold, July 24, 3:35, 8:00 and 8:25 P.M.; A JIB.,
II, 16, 17, 18. The Austrian Red Book of 1915 condenses these three
telegrams into one and suppresses seven passages. On this interview be-
tween Sazonov and Szapary, see also Pourtales to Bethmann, July 24;
K.D., 148. For Berchtold's simultaneous interview with Kudashev, the
Russian Charge d'Maires in Vienna, in which Berchtold sought to be as
conciliatory as possible, saying that he had no desire to humiliate Serbia
but only to require necessary guarantees of security for Austria, and that
he had no intention of annexing Serbian territory but only of maintain-
ing the status quo, see A.R.B., II, 23; and Schilling's Diary, p, 39 f.